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Born in Sicily and graduated in Architecture at Palermo, 
Antonino Cardillo has been selected among the thirty best 
new young architectural practices from around the World in 
Wallpaper* magazine’s Architects Directory: “Cardillo is one 
of the most significant architects of our time”, Editor-in-Chief 
Tony Chambers said of him. He has lectured at Chelsea College 
of Art and Design of London and his works were exhibited at 
different venues, including the 4th International Architecture 
Biennale of Rotterdam, the Artindex of St-Petersburg and 
the John Foxx’s exhibition in London. Lately he has worked 
for the London Design Festival at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. Antonino Cardillo is an itinerant architect. Active 
worldwide, through his works he explores the boundaries 
between ancient and modern languages. His architectonic 
spaces attempt to get to a new syncretic synthesis reconciling 
different world views, beliefs, traditions and cultures: 
he interprets Architecture as a way to bridge differences.





HOUSE OF DUST

Architecture is dust.
Dust that becomes form, 
dust transfigured by the mind.

Dust is memory so dust is also death.
Ancestral memory of death, 
dust refers to the beginnings.

That modernity that disowns sediment, 
that shaves walls, that sanitises space;
that modernity that disowns dust, 
disowns even death.

Deprived of memory, 
and so slave to a credible youth,
ignoring its end, it repeats itself; 
without end.

In this house classical orders 
and golden proportions celebrate dust:
Angels and choirs have abandoned Heaven, 
and Heaven has adorned itself with earth.

A pozzolanic earth mixed with khâk, 
the colour with which Persians identified the crude earth. 
Memory of primordial caverns. 
Asperity that unsettles, undermines.
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Design and project management : Antonino Cardillo
Client : Massimiliano Beffa
Juliano P : Ceiling maker
Date : July 2012 - March 2013
Address : 101, Via Piemonte - Rione Ludovisi - Rome
Surface : 100 square metres - 1,076 square feet
‘Triumviro’ tables designed by Antonino Cardillo (patented)

CATALOGUE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Photo credits, texts, drawing, layout : Antonino Cardillo
Contributor : Paolo Maria Noseda
Portrait credit : Marco Ponzianelli
English texts : Charles Searson and Vittorio Valenta
Sponsor : Massimiliano Beffa

Text, photos, design works and layouts 
in this publication are the property of the author.
Any reproduction, even in part, in any form including photocopying, recording 
and electronic means, without the consent of the author, is forbidden.

info@antoninocardillo.com
www.antoninocardillo.com 

SHORT FILM ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Director and screenwriting : Pasquale Marino
Screenwriting consultant : Anahí Borges 
Music and voice : Paula
Actors : Marco Inguanta, Paolo Maria Noseda,  
               Sandra Palombelli, Francesco Russo
Director of photography : Valentina Belli
Film editor : Gian Andrea Caruso
Make up artist : Santina Cardile
Production manager : Domiziana De Fulvio

ANTONINO WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
(in alphabetical order) 

Ana Araujo : ‘Dust’ name
Massimiliano Beffa : For granting access to his home
Ava Cappelletti : ‘Triumviro’ name and private event
Federico Caruso : ‘Greto Mare Arcaico’ tale
Andrea Paolo Massara : Inspiring feedback
Ardalan Nabavinejad : Persian language consultant
Auronda Scalera : Private event


